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Responsible fisheries summary: 
Fishery Officers Training Program : 
in Responsible Fishing 


INTRODUCTION 


Thursday, December 7, 2000 was an 
important day for twelve fishery 
officers from the Laurentian and Gulf 
regions. And it may yet prove to be 
important to fishery officers throughout 
the Atlantic and elsewhere in Canada. 
Why? Because, with the successful 
completion of the first-ever fishery 
officers seven-day course on 
responsible fishing, a milestone had 
been reached in the training of fishery 
officers. Fishery officers had expressed 
concerns about the lack of information 
given to them on the concepts of 
responsible fishing, the Code of 
Conduct, fishing gears and offences 
related to fishing gears and the use of 
selective devices. 


To fill this void, a course was 
developed by the New Brunswick 
School of Fisheries' staff, now under the 
Community college Acadian Peninsula, 


together with experts from Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada, fishery officers 


Gaetan J. Couturier from Shippegan and 


Alphonse Gosselin from Tracadie- 
Sheila and industry representatives. 
Work on the development of this course 
started in September 1998 with a 
workshop at the NB School of 
Fisheries, in Caraquet. Full support was 
given by area chief, Conservation and 
Protection, Raoul Breault, Tracadie- 
Sheila, and by the Director of 
Conservation and Protection for the 
Gulf Region, Edmond Martin. 


A second workshop was held at the 
same location in August 1999 to review 
and finalise the content of the six- 


- module program to enable fishery 


officers to obtain the most up-to-date 
knowledge in responsible fishing as 
practised in the commercial sector. 
They would learn the concept of 
responsible fishing and be able to 
identify the different gears and related 


New Brunswick School, of Fisheries, New Brunswick Community College-AP, Caraquet, N.B. 
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Members of the workshop coordinating group for the 
Fishery Officers Training Program. 


components by net loft demonstration 
of various fishing gears and selectivity 
devices. At the end of the course, the 
fishery officers would have updated 
their knowledge to the latest standards 
in the commercial fisheries sector. This 
will give them practical solutions and 
help establish sustainable and 
responsible harvesting operations in the 
fishing industry. 


The program proved to be a natural 
extension of DFO's Canadian Program 
for Responsible Fishing and of the 
fishing industry's Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fishing Operations. This ts 
an important development because, as 
we move into a period of partnership 
and shared responsibility in the 
Canadian fisheries, the need to sensitise 
and educate the fishery officers has 
become more acute. 


David Balfour, director-general, 
Program Planning and Coordination, 
DFO, said that: “What makes this 
training program original is that fishery 
officers, from the very outset, have been 
involved in preparing the program. 
Thanks to a strong partnership between 
fishery officers, the NB School of 
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Fisheries, the NB Dept. of Fisheries 
and Aquaculture, industry 
representatives, and Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, we have developed a 
training program based on dialogue. 
This program is the missing link 
between those in charge of enforcing 
the Act and the responsible fishing 
concept and practices ”. 


And, according to Andrew Duthie, 
Chief, Responsible Fishing Operations: 
“This program is innovative not only 
because of its content, but also because it 
is the first Fishery Officers Training in 
Responsible Fishing to be developed 
anywhere in the world. What we are 
doing here today is the start of a national 
program for all fishery officers. A 
training program that will help ensure 
that a system of responsible fishing 
methods, within a context of balanced 
resource management, is properly 
understood and practised”. 


PHASE 1 


The first group of fishery officers to 
take the course, which so far has been 
offered only in French, comprised two 
recent recruits and ten experienced 
officers (6 months to 28 years on the 

‘ job), including one woman. They came 
from Chéticamp and Pictou, NS; from 
Baie Ste Anne, Caraquet, Neguac, 
Moncton, Shediac, Shippegan and 
Tracadie, NB; and from the Magdalen 
Islands, Quebec. The purpose of having 
recruits for the first course was to 
compare the training they have already 
received with this program and to make 
sure that there is no repetition. Also, 
fishery officers were selected amongst 
those assigned to the same body of 
water, the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, in 
order to standardise the enforcement of 
the Act. 


Training sessions involved both 
classroom instruction and practical, 
hands-on experience using conservation 
harvesting technologies in the net loft. 
To ensure that the practical components 
of the program were fully supported, 
the School supplied specific 
commercial fishing gear and equipment 
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fully rigged to incorporate conservation 
harvesting techniques. Included were 
square mesh, rigid grates, fish-eye 
devices and divider panels. These 
allowed participants to identify the 
different gears and related components 
by on-site observation, to inspect gear, 
identify specific fishing gear 
irregularities and to provide solutions. 


Mr. Roderick Morin, a biologist at DFO 
Moncton, explained fish biology, life 
cycle, feeding habits, spawning 
behaviour and migration patterns. Mr. 
Réjean Hébert, senior advisor for the 
Groundfish Section, DFO Moncton, 
talked about management aspects in 
relation to the enforcement of the Act. 
Mr. Gordon Aucoin, DFO Chéticamp, 


Classroom instruction using scale models of fishing gears, with Roger Paulin, Fishing Techniques 
Instructor, Jean Richard, Jean Claude Richard, Alban Lanteigne, Paul Arsenault and Joanne Léger. 


Video filmed at sea and underwater 
allowed fishery officers to see how 
fishing gear behaves under tow with a 
cod-end full of fish and how the various 
species of fish interact with the trawl. In 
the classroom, School of Fisheries' 
instructor Roger Paulin also used scale 
models of various gears and selectivity 
devices plus videos of experiments to 
explain by-catch reduction using the 
Scottish seine. 


Raymond Mallet, an experienced 
fishing captain, assisted the instructor 
as a resource person to supply 
explanations and answer officers' 
questions as to how gear is launched 
and retrieved, and what can happen 


during a tow. This ee cnabled=-.. 


NS, demonstrated the accepted standard 
of measuring mesh size, and simulated 
inspection aboard fishing vessels. Ms 
Joanne Léger, DFO Pictou, NS, 
explained to the group the proper 
formula for calculating the volume of 
lobster and crab traps. 


The seven-day session was very 
intensive as was the evaluation on the 
8th day. It was interesting to see the 
exchange between the fishing captain, 
the instructor and the experienced 
officers, and the lessons thus learned 
will be inserted into the content of the 
course. The benefits of the course were 
confirmed by the participating fishery 
officers in view of the knowledge they 


=~... gained on responsible fishing gears and 
3 = practices, and the fact that they will be 


able-to use it in the course of their 
work. ‘Participants had to analyse the 
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content and the presentation of the 
course. Their evaluation and 
recommendations were very positive 
and will be followed through to 
improve the course. For example, the 
audio-visual presentations will be 
enhanced by the use of a large screen 
instead of a monitor. The participants' 
recommendations will be incorporated 
SO as to come up with an improved 
finished product. Several experienced 
fishery officers expressed regrets at not 
having had the benefit of such training 
earlier in their careers, because it would 
have facilitated their job. They said that 
it is an advantage for the recruits to get 
this training now. They also strongly 
recommended that the next courses also 
be given in a school of fisheries. They 
noted that the NB School of Fisheries is 
one of the few to offer the required 
facilities for this training. 


Developed as a “pilot course”, the 
Fishery Officers Training Program in 
Responsible Fishing has withstood the 
scrutiny of what might have been a 
group of its harshest critics... 
experienced fishery officers. The 
successful delivery of this course is in 
no small way due to synergies with the 
environment where it took place. 
Because the School's instructors work 
with fishermen all the time, they know 
their problems and concerns. Located in 
a fishing community, having trained 
numerous professional fishermen, the 
School was the ideal setting for such 
training. It has the best facilities of the 
kind, a net loft with the most recent 
full-size rigged gears and selectivity 
devices, lobster traps and crab pots, a 
wheelhouse, and a navigation and 
fishing simulator - the only one in 
North America. The course was all the 
more interesting due to the fact that it 
was held in Caraquet in the school that 
developed and delivered the first 
Industrial Training Program in 
Responsible Fishing. An institution at 
the vanguard of the efforts to ensure a 
future for the fishery, one which can be 
both economically viable and 
ecologically neutral over the long run. 


Inspecting a piece of gear in the net loft while listening to explanations from instructor Raymond Mallet with Robert 
LeBlanc, Réjean Hebert, Jean-Jacques Boudreau, Gaétan Couturier, Jean Richard, Alphonse Gosselin, Gordon Aucoin 
and Donald Durelle. 


Checking the mesh size with the approved measuring 
equipment and technique are Jean Richard, Paul 
Arsenault, Raymond Mallet, Alban Lanteigne and 
Joanne Léger. 


The three instructors: Gordon Aucoin, fishery 
Officer/instructor; Raymond Mallet, fishing 
captain/instructor; and Roger Paulin, fishing 
techniques instructor. 


Gordon Aucoin is explaining the proper way to hold a 


net for measuring it. 
Net loft hands-on inspection of a crab trap with 


Alphonse Gosselin, Jean Claude Richard and Jean 
Claude Legresley. 
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Phase 2 

will involve other fishery officers across 
Canada, as DFO will provide advice in 
the development of similar programs in 
English to meet the specific training 
requirements of other regions. A 
preliminary meeting will be scheduled 
shortly to review the program, including 
in-depth evaluations by the first group 
of participants, and to discuss 
expanding the program nationally. 


Having proven itself in practice, the 
training program can now potentially be 
delivered to hundreds of Canadian 
fishery officers. And there is no reason 
why it could not, with some variations, 
also be transferred abroad, as was the 
case with the Industrial Training 
Program in Responsible Fishing. 


Canadian Code of =| 
Conduct for Responsible — 
Fishing Operations 


Expert Advice 
from Experinced 
Fishery Officers 


Canadian Program 
For Responsible Fishing 


Technical, Scientific 
and Resource 


Training Program Design 
and Developement 


History of the 
Commercial Fisheries 


Fish Biology / Behaviour | 


Fishing Gear : 


Selectivity 
Fixed & Mobile 


Ghost Fishing 


“ The job of fishery officers is far from being an easy 


one. We need a better knowledge and 


understanding of the dynamic surrounding the 
fishery industry. This course will enable our fishery 
officers to keep up with the evolution that the 
industry has undergone over the years. Finally it is a 
win-win situation for all parties. | am thankful for the 


trust, dedication and motivation that was 


demonstrated by everybody during the planning; 
development and implementation of this National 
Course. Our training goals have been fully met and 
even exceeded, in line with the strategies of the 


Canadian Program for Responsible Fishing 


Operations . | want to thank the participating officers 
for having demonstrated such energy and interest, 
which made this success possible. A special thank 
also to the School of Fisheries’ instructors for their 


excellent services”. 


PHASE 1 
Fishery Officers 
Training Program in 
Responsible Fishing 


PHASE 2 
National Training Program 


Management Expertise 


Fishery Management 


and Responsible Fishing 


Law Enforcement 


Gaétan J. Couturier, 

Manager, 

Regional Enforcement 
Training and Standards, 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Moncton, NB 


Objective of the Program 


To create an understanding of the issues 
facing fishery officers and, through 
knowledge of Responsible Fishing 
gears and practices, to ensure that 
participants obtain optimum 
competency in those subject areas 
required for the conservation and 
protection of the fishery. 


Course Design and Content 
The course is composed of six modules 
as outlined below: 


MODULE 1 


Historical background of commercial 


fisheries and the Canadian Code of 


Conduct for Responsible Fishing 
Operations 


The historical background of the 
commercial fishing industry in New- 
Brunswick and in the Gulf of Saint- 
Lawrence. Current issues and basic 
precepts of responsible fishing from 
both a Canadian and an international 
perspective. 
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* — Historical perspective 
pre-war and post-war; 

* Canadian perspective 

* Canadian experience Eastern, 
Central, Arctic, Western regions 

* — International perspective 
International expert consultations 
On fishing operations 

* The need for Responsible Fishing 

* Code of Conduct principles, 
guidelines and ratification 


MODULE 2 


Fish biology and behaviour, and 
Responsible Fishing 


Basic biological knowledge of local 
species harvested and relating this 
knowledge to an understanding of 


Responsible Fishing. 
* Food chain 
> Habitat 


- — Regional oceanography 

> Fish growth and development 

* Shellfish growth and development 
* Fish behaviour 

- Adequate processing of catches 

* — Vessel cleaning 


MODULE 3 
Fixed and mobile selective gears and 
gear monitoring systems. 


Existing and developing selective 
_ harvesting technologies, catch control 
and gear monitoring systems. 


> Trawls 
- — Experience with mobile shrimp gear 
* — Size and species selectivity of 
ground fish mobile gears 
* Purse seine selectivity 
+ Mobile Scottish seine selectivity 
+ Mobile gear selectivity for scallops 
* — Longline selectivity 
* — Crab traps selectivity and 
escape mechanism 
- Escape mechanism in lobster traps 
* — Practical workshop fishing gears 
* — Catch control and gear 
monitoring systems 


MODULE 4 
Ghost fishing 


Ghost fishing issues, pollution caused 


by gear, dumping and discarding of fish 


at sea and other environmental issues. 


- — Fishing gears gillnets, traps, etc. 

* Measures for reducing ghost fishing 

- The marine debris problem discarding 
and dumping of fish, lost and 
discarded gear 

* — Initiatives 

* — Other environmental issues 

* Gear making 

* — Legislation 

* — Technological solutions 


MODULE 5 


Fishery management and 
Responsible Fishing 


Relationship between fisheries 
management, science and Responsible 
Fishing 


* — Scientific inputs 

* Legislative and operational 
aspects 

- Responsible Fishing as an integral 
part of the fisheries. 


MODULE 6 


Law enforcement 


List of case studies and possible 
offences. 
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“| am proud to have participated in the implementation 
of the first Fishery Officers Training Program in 
Responsible Fishing. | have learned more than the 
participants did and what | have learned | will teach the 
fishermen | work with. Having already given this course 
to fishermen, giving it to fishery officers gave me a 
complete vision of responsible fishing, which was an 
interesting experience”. 


Roger Paulin, 
Fishing Techniques Instructor, 
NB School of Fisheries, Caraquet 


“The confidence placed in the School of Fisheries by 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada has been matched 
during this session by the spirit of openness and 
receptivity displayed by participating fishery officers. 

This is exciting to see. We can no longer do things in the 
same old way; we have to keep pace with the evolution 
of the industry. An important fall-out of this program will 
be to foster the implementation of sustainable and 
responsible fishing practices in the fishing industy”. 


Heédard Albert, 
Director, New Brunswick School of Fisheries 
NB Community College Acadian Peninsula, Caraquet 


Fishery Officers participating in the Training Program: Alban Lanteigne, Gordon Aucoin, Jean Claude Legresley, Alphonse 
Gosselin, Robert Leblanc, Paul Arsenault, Joanne Léger, Jean Richard, Jean Claude Richard,Donald Durelle, Jean 
Jacques Boudreau and Gerald Landry. 


POINTS OF CONTACT 


(for additional information) 


MONCTON 


Gaétan J. Couturier 

Manager, Regional Enforcement 
Training and Standards 

Conservation & Protection 

Gulf Fisheries Management Region 
Fisheries an Oceans Canada 

P.O. Box 5030, 343 Université Avenue 
Moncton (NB) E1C 9B6 


Tel: (506) 851-7799 
Fax: (506) 851-2504 


CARAQUET 


NEW BRUNSWICK SHOOL OF FISHERIES 
New Brunswick Community College AP 
Léonce-Chenard Building 

9 East Boulevard Saint-Pierre 

P.O. Box 5716 

CARAQUET (N.B.) E1W 1B6 


Tel: (506) 726-2500 
Fax: (506) 726-2408 


OTTAWA 


Responsible Fishing Operations 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
200, Kent St., 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0E6 


Tel: (613) 990- 0089 
Fax: (613) 990-4231 


Cat No. Fs23-395/2000 
ISBN 0-662-65449-8 


Prepared by: 
Jean Guy J Robichaud 
91, Acadie, Grande-Anse, N.-B. Canada E8N 1A1> 
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